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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1 470 3 1.5 6 50.4 95.9
2 483 3.3 1.2 6 55.5 98.6
3 273 13.6 4.9 24 56.6 55.7
4 215 12.7 4.3 24 53 43.9
5 429 11.4 3.8 22 52 87.5
6 242 10.5 4.1 22 47.9 49.4
7 290 11.6 4 22 52.6 59
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question


Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.
However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.


Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.


Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question


Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.


Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.


	WJEC 2018 Online Exam Review
	WJEC GCE Government and Politics AS Unit 2 2160U20-1
	Item Level Data
	Facility factor graph
	Question 1
	Mark scheme
	Example 1
	Example 1 marked

	Example 2
	Example 2 marked

	Example 3
	Example 3 marked


	Question 3
	Mark scheme
	Example 1
	Example 1 marked


	Question 4
	Mark scheme
	Example 1
	Example 1 marked

	Example 2
	Example 2 marked


	Question 5
	Mark scheme
	Example 1
	Example 1 marked

	Example 2
	Example 2 marked

	Example 3
	Example 3 marked


	Question 6
	Mark scheme
	Example 1
	Example 1 marked
















Gov & Pol

Sticky Note

AO1 - 4
AO2 - 8 
12 
Adequate knowledge and understanding, adequate explanation of differences.
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Pressure Groups


Pressure groups assist the process of interaction between government and the 
people, either directly or indirectly. They vary not only in size and objectives, but also 
in their access to and influence on government, both at the domestic and international 
level. Consultation in the policy formation process is vital to the success or otherwise 
of policy implementation. Both insider and outsider pressure groups are interested in 
securing avenues into the processes of government, exerting pressure on government 
departments and on Members of Parliament to further their objectives. Many pressure 
groups also wish to raise people’s awareness of a particular issue.


[Extract adapted from Barnett. H. Britain Unwrapped, Penguin (2002)]


Using Extract B as well as your own knowledge, explain the differences between insider and 
outsider pressure groups.	 [24]


4. Read the extract below and answer the question that follows.


Extract B























































 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


4 








 


9 
© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 


Section C  
 
Question 5 
 
How effective are referendums as a means of resolving political issues? [22] 
 
Indicative Content 
 
NOTE: The content is not prescriptive and candidates are not expected to mention all the 
material mentioned below. Each answer will be assessed on its merits according to the 
assessment grid and the indicative content. Examiners should seek to credit any further 
admissible evidence offered by candidates. 
 
In discussing the effectiveness of referendums, candidates are expected to demonstrate the 
ability to analyse and evaluate relevant evidence in order to construct arguments, make 
substantiated judgements and to draw conclusions. In demonstrating this candidates are 
required to give an answer which is focused on evidence from both sides of the argument. The 
response might consider issues such as: 
 
Arguments that referendums are effective as a means of resolving political issues might include: 


 A referendum is the most direct form of democracy and the people’s views on a particular 
question are clearly indicated, e.g. Scottish and Welsh devolution, Scottish Independence, 
UK continued membership of EEC (1975), UK withdrawal from membership of the EU 
(2016). 


 A referendum makes decisions legitimate and confirms the principle of government by 
consent, e.g. Northern Ireland (1998). 


 A referendum may prevent governments from making unpopular decisions when a ‘no’ vote 
is delivered, e.g. North East England (2004), Scottish Independence. 


 A referendum resolves an issue that government and/or political parties are finding difficult 
to resolve, e.g. the Labour government, as well as Conservative opposition were divided 
over UK continued membership of EEC (1975). 


 A referendum effectively entrenches constitutional changes. It protects them from attacks 
by future governments whose policies may be only short term, e.g. as Scotland voted for 
own government (1997) it would be extremely disruptive if a future UK government decided 
to abolish that parliament, only the Scots will be able to undo what they did in 1997. 


 Any other relevant material. 
 
Arguments that referendums are not effective as a means of resolving political issues might 
include: 


 A referendum undermines the status of, and respect for representative institutions, as 
many people prefer to be led by their elected political representatives who they trust to use 
their judgement when resolving political issues, e.g. UK withdrawal from EU (2016). 


 Some issues may be too complex and using a single question referendum presents the 
problem in a simplistic way as not all issues can be resolved with a simple ‘yes’ or ‘no’ 
response. 


 Referendum turnouts have ranged between 10% and 84% suggesting that it is no better at 
capturing the view of the electorate than general elections. 


 A referendum may produce an emotional rather than a rational response to an issue, e.g. 
UK withdrawal from EU (issue of immigration). 


 A referendum result maybe the outcome of influence of certain groups, e.g. wealthy 
groups, media. 


 A referendum may be used as a way for the electorate to deliver a verdict on the general 
popularity of the government, rather than on the issue in the question, e.g. the ‘no’ vote to 
devolution for the North-East of England. 


 Any other relevant material. 
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Band Marks AO1 Marks AO3 


4 9-10 


 Thorough knowledge 
and understanding of 
the effectiveness of 
referendums. 


 Evidence/examples 
used are well chosen. 


 Depth and range to 
material used. 


 Effective use of 
terminology. 


10-12 


 Thorough analysis and evaluation of 
how effective referendums are as a 
means of resolving political issues. 


 Thorough discussion with well- 
developed and balanced arguments. 


 Structure is logical. 


 Writing demonstrates accurate 
grammar, punctuation and spelling. 


 An appropriate conclusion is reached 
based on evidence presented. 


3 6-8 


 Reasonable knowledge 
and understanding of 
the effectiveness of 
referendums. 


 Evidence/examples 
used are appropriate. 


 Depth and range to 
material used, but not 
in equal measure. 


 Good use of 
terminology. 


7-9 


 Reasonable analysis and evaluation of 
how effective referendums are as a 
means of resolving political issues.  


 Reasonable discussion with well- 
developed and balanced arguments. 


 Structure is mostly logical. 


 Writing demonstrates reasonably 
accurate grammar, punctuation and 
spelling. 


 A reasonable conclusion is reached 
based on evidence presented. 


2 3-5 


 Adequate knowledge 
and understanding of 
the effectiveness of 
referendums. 


 Evidence/examples 
used are not always 
relevant. 


 Depth or range to 
material used. 


 Some appropriate use 
of terminology. 


4-6 


 Adequate analysis and evaluation of 
how effective referendums are as a 
means of resolving political issues. 


 Adequate discussion with well- 
developed and balanced arguments. 
OR 


 Reasonable discussion with only one 
side of the argument. 


 Structure is reasonable. 


 Writing demonstrates some errors in 
grammar, punctuation and spelling. 


 A superficial conclusion is reached. 


1 1-2 


 Limited knowledge and 
understanding of the 
effectiveness of 
referendums. 


 Evidence/examples 
used are not made 
relevant. 


 Very little use of 
terminology. 


1-3 


 Limited analysis and evaluation of how 
effective referendums are as a means 
of resolving political issues. 


 Limited discussion. 


 Answer lacks structure. 


 Writing demonstrates many errors in 
grammar, punctuation and spelling. 


 No conclusion. 


 0 Response not creditworthy or not attempted. 
















Gov & Pol

Sticky Note

AO1 - 7
AO3 - 7 
14 
Reasonable knowledge of effectiveness of referendums, appropriate examples with some range and depth. Reasonable analysis and evaluation, structured and balanced argument.
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Sticky Note

AO1- 8
AO3 - 9 
17 
Reasonable knowledge of effectiveness, with some appropriate examples, with reasonable discussion, analysis and evaluation.
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Sticky Note

Some focus here on considering the focus of the question - a judgement is made in relation to the impact of a referendum on the political issue of devolved power in Wales.
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Sticky Note

The conclusion attempts to focus back on the issue in the question and the candidate makes a judgement in relation to the question.
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Sticky Note

 
9 Adequate knowledge of effectiveness, but limited analysis and evaluation.
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Sticky Note

While there is some focus on the issue in the question the answer has limited examples - with the main focus being the Brexit issue.
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5. How effective are referendums as a means of resolving political issues? [22]
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Question 6 
 
‘Political parties should be state funded’. Discuss how far this would solve the issues of party 
and candidate funding in the UK.  [22] 
 
Indicative content 
 


NOTE: The content is not prescriptive and candidates are not expected to mention all the 
material mentioned below. Each answer will be assessed on its merits according to the 
assessment grid and the indicative content. Examiners should seek to credit any further 
admissible evidence offered by candidates. 
 


In discussing funding of political parties candidates are expected to demonstrate the 
ability to analyse and evaluate relevant evidence in order to construct arguments, make 
substantiated judgements and to draw conclusions. In demonstrating this, candidates are 
required to give an answer which is focused on evidence from both sides of the 
argument. The response might consider issues such as: 


 


Arguments that political parties should be state funded might include: 


 State funding would get rid of political party funding and ‘cash for influence’ type 


funding given to candidates and make funding transparent. 


 State funding would reduce political party dependence on large donors who are 


seen to then have undue influence on policy and legislation, e.g. the Labour Party 


and the Trade Unions, the Conservative Party and overseas funding. 


 State funding would allow controls on media and advertising campaigns, allowing all 


parties to access these at the same level. 


 State funding is a natural and necessary cost of democracy, if the UK is to have a 


stable and broad range of political parties and/or independent candidates, some 


argue that there is a need to be prepared to help pay for them. 


 State funding would help overcome the problem that if parties and candidates are 


financed with only private funds, economic inequalities in society might translate into 


political inequalities in government. 


 Any other relevant material. 


 


Arguments that political parties should not be state funded might include: 


 The Neill Committee recommended ways in which transparency of political party 


funding could be achieved without moving to state funding, e.g. all donations 


disclosed, anonymous donations refused, foreign donations banned. 


 State funding would increase the distance between political elites (party leadership, 


candidates) and ordinary citizens (party members, supporters, voters) as there 


would be no dependence on voluntary donations. 


 State funding could make political parties organs of the State rather than parts of 


civil society and accountable to members and supporters. 


 State funding to political parties and candidates takes money away from other areas 


of government spending of taxpayers’ money, e.g. schools and hospitals. 


 The introduction of ‘Short money’, and ‘Cranborne money’ means that there is 


already some state funding for political parties to use to aid policy development, and 


this is available to political parties in the House of Commons, the Scottish 


Parliament, the National Assemblies of Wales and Northern Ireland and the parties 


in the House of Lords.  


 Any other relevant material. 
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Band Marks AO1 Marks AO3 


4 9-10 


 Thorough knowledge 
and understanding of 
the funding of political 
parties and 
candidates. 


 Evidence/examples 
used are well chosen. 


 Depth and range to 
material used. 


 Effective use of 
terminology. 


10-12 


 Thorough analysis and 
evaluation of the effectiveness 
of whether political parties and 
candidates should be state 
funded. 


 Thorough discussion with well- 
developed and balanced 
arguments. 


 Structure is logical. 


 Writing demonstrates accurate 
grammar, punctuation and 
spelling. 


 An appropriate conclusion is 
reached based on evidence 
presented. 


3 6-8 


 Reasonable 
knowledge and 
understanding of the 
funding of political 
parties and 
candidates. 


 Evidence/examples 
used are appropriate. 


 Depth and range to 
material used, but 
not in equal 
measure. 


 Good use of 
terminology. 


7-9 


 Reasonable analysis and 
evaluation of whether political 
parties and candidates should 
be state funded. 


 Reasonable discussion with 
well- developed and balanced 
arguments. 


 Structure is mostly logical. 


 Writing demonstrates 
reasonably accurate grammar, 
punctuation and spelling. 


 A reasonable conclusion is 
reached based on evidence 
presented. 


2 3-5 


 Adequate knowledge 
and understanding of 
the funding of political 
parties and 
candidates. 


 Evidence/examples 
used are not always 
relevant. 


 Depth or range to 
material used. 


 Some appropriate 
use of terminology. 


4-6 


 Adequate analysis and 
evaluation of the effectiveness 
of whether political parties and 
candidates should be state 
funded. 


 Adequate discussion with well- 
developed and balanced 
arguments. 
OR 


 Reasonable discussion with 
only one side of the argument. 


 Structure is adequate. 


 Writing demonstrates some 
errors in grammar, punctuation 
and spelling. 


 A superficial conclusion is 
reached. 
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1 1-2 


 Limited knowledge 
and understanding of 
the funding of political 
parties and 
candidates. 


 Evidence/examples 
used are not made 
relevant. 


 Very little use of 
terminology. 


1-3 


 Limited analysis and evaluation 
of the effectiveness of whether 
political parties and candidates 
should be state funded. 


 Limited discussion. 


 Answer lacks structure. 


 Writing demonstrates many 
errors in grammar, punctuation 
and spelling. 


 No conclusion. 


 0 Response not creditworthy or not attempted. 
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Sticky Note

 AO1 - 3
AO3 - 3
6 
Adequate knowledge of effectiveness, but limited analysis and evaluation.
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Section C


In Section C, you must answer two questions.


In your answer credit will be given for accurate knowledge and understanding, and also your
ability to analyse and evaluate.


6. ‘Political parties should be state funded.’ Discuss how far this would solve the issues of party
and candidate funding in the UK.	 [22]
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Question 7 
 
'A British Bill of Rights is needed for the benefit of individual citizens and the country’. 
Discuss. [22] 
 
Indicative content 
 
NOTE: The content is not prescriptive and candidates are not expected to mention all the 
material mentioned below. Each answer will be assessed on its merits according to the 
assessment grid and the indicative content. Examiners should seek to credit any further 
admissible evidence offered by candidates. 
 
In discussing the need for a Bill of Rights candidates are expected to demonstrate the 
ability to analyse and evaluate relevant evidence in order to construct arguments, make 
substantiated judgements and to draw conclusions. In demonstrating this candidates are 
required to give an answer which is focused on evidence from both sides of the argument. 
The response might consider issues such as: 
 
Arguments supporting the need for a Bill of Rights may include: 


 A Bill of Rights would give greater constitutional clarity, e.g. it would be a code making 
clear government and citizen rights and responsibilities, and address some of the 
imbalances in the current constitutional arrangement which gives the executive 
excessive power. 


 A Bill of Rights would provide the courts with a well-defined set of freedoms to protect. 


 A Bill of Rights would give rights and freedoms a moral force lacking in present law, 
and be harder to flout by government or big interest groups. 


 A Bill of Rights works well in other countries, e.g. USA, and is applied by the Supreme 
Court. 


 A Bill of Rights would have educational value and develop citizens’ political awareness 
and understanding which in turn should further encourage ‘active’ citizenship. 


 A Bill of Rights can be extended or modified, and be flexible and responsive to 
changing social values at the time of their enactment. 


 Any other relevant material. 
 


Arguments against the need for a Bill of Rights may include: 


 There would be difficulty in defining rights, e.g. socialists and most liberals would 
include social and economic rights, whereas conservatives might seek to limit civil and 
political rights. 


 A Bill of Rights would give courts and unelected and unaccountable people power that 
they may make judgements about rights in a biased way. 


 Certain issues, e.g. race relations, industrial relations, press freedoms, privacy, police 
powers and national security are inherently political and need to be decided openly by 
politicians. 


 Judges may interpret rights narrowly and whittle them down rather than guarantee 
them. 


 A successful Bill of Rights in one country, e.g. USA does not necessarily transplant 
well in another country. British parliamentary sovereignty works well, and may only 
require minor reform and extension, rather than ‘root and branch’ reform. 


 A Bill of Rights could be overturned by a future parliament. 


 Any other relevant material. 
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Band Marks AO1 Marks AO3 


4 9-10 


 Thorough knowledge 
and understanding of 
the arguments for and 
against a Bill of Rights. 


 Evidence/examples 
used are well chosen. 


 Depth and range to 
material used. 


 Effective use of 
terminology. 


10-12 


 Thorough analysis and 
evaluation of the arguments for 
and against a Bill of Rights. 


 Thorough discussion with well- 
developed and balanced 
arguments. 


 Structure is logical. 


 Writing demonstrates accurate 
grammar, punctuation and 
spelling. 


 An appropriate conclusion is 
reached based on evidence 
presented. 


3 6-8 


 Reasonable knowledge 
and understanding of 
the arguments for and 
against a Bill of Rights. 


 Evidence/examples 
used are appropriate. 


 Depth and range to 
material used, but not in 
equal measure. 


 Good use of 
terminology. 


7-9 


 Reasonable analysis and 
evaluation of the arguments for 
and against a Bill of Rights. 


 Reasonable discussion with 
well- developed and balanced 
arguments. 


 Structure is mostly logical. 


 Writing demonstrates 
reasonably accurate grammar, 
punctuation and spelling. 


 A reasonable conclusion is 
reached based on evidence 
presented. 


2 3-5 


 Adequate knowledge 
and understanding of 
the arguments for and 
against a Bill of Rights. 


 Evidence/examples 
used are not always 
relevant. 


 Depth or range to 
material used. 


 Some appropriate use 
of terminology. 


4-6 


 Adequate analysis and 
evaluation of the arguments for 
and against a Bill of Rights. 


 Adequate discussion with well- 
developed and balanced 
arguments. 
OR 


 Reasonable discussion with 
only one side of the argument. 


 Structure is adequate. 


 Writing demonstrates some 
errors in grammar, punctuation 
and spelling. 


 A superficial conclusion is 
reached. 
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1 1-2 


 Limited knowledge and 
understanding of the 
arguments for and 
against a Bill of Rights. 


 Evidence/examples 
used are not made 
relevant. 


 Very little use of 
terminology. 


1-3 


 Limited analysis and evaluation 
of the arguments for and 
against a Bill of Rights.  


 Limited discussion. 


 Answer lacks structure. 


 Writing demonstrates many 
errors in grammar, punctuation 
and spelling. 


 No conclusion. 


 0 Response not creditworthy or not attempted. 
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Sticky Note

 AO1 - 7
AO3 - 8
15 
Reasonable knowledge of effectiveness of referendums, appropriate examples with some range and depth. Reasonable analysis and evaluation, structured and balanced argument.
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Sticky Note

AO1 - 6
AO3 - 6 
12 
Reasonable knowledge of effectiveness, with some appropriate examples, with adequate discussion, analysis and evaluation.
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Section C


In Section C, you must answer two questions.


In your answer credit will be given for accurate knowledge and understanding, and also your
ability to analyse and evaluate.


7. ‘A British Bill of Rights is needed for the benefit of individual citizens and the country.’
Discuss. [22]
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Section A  
 
Question 1 
 
Using examples describe the main features of the Rule of Law. [6] 
 
Indicative content 
 


NOTE: The content is not prescriptive and candidates are not expected to mention all the 
material mentioned below. Each answer will be assessed on its merits according to the 
assessment grid and the indicative content. Examiners should seek to credit any further 
admissible evidence offered by candidates. 
 
In describing the main features of the Rule of Law, candidates are expected to 
demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the part it plays in the governance of the 
United Kingdom. In demonstrating this knowledge and understanding candidates are 
required to give an answer which is focused on describing the features of the Rule of Law. 
The response might consider issues such as: 


 


 Government is not above the law, e.g. Ministers are accountable. 


 Institutions of government, e.g. the police and courts are not above the law, as the 
Stephen Lawrence and Hillsborough Disaster cases demonstrated. 


 Individuals are not above the law. 


 It prescribes those actions which are injurious to others, e.g. murder, theft. 


 It makes clear that all citizens are treated equally and fairly, e.g. evidence is gathered 
lawfully, a defendant is innocent until proven guilty. 


 Any other relevant information about the Rule of Law. 


 


Band Marks AO1 


3 5-6 
Thorough knowledge and understanding of the Rule of Law, 
using a range of relevant evidence/examples. 


2 3-4 
Reasonable knowledge and understanding of the Rule of Law, 
with some use of evidence/examples. 


1 1-2 
Limited knowledge and understanding of the Rule of Law, with 
limited evidence/examples. 


 0 Response not creditworthy or not attempted. 
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Sticky Note

 
5 Thorough knowledge and understanding – with range of relevant examples.  For full marks there needs to be a greater focus on politics.
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4 Reasonable knowledge with some examples.
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3 
Reasonable knowledge and understanding.  Bottom of the band due to limited evidence/examples.
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1. Using examples describe the main features of the Rule of Law. [6]


Using Extract A as well as your own knowledge, compare and contrast the First Past the Post 
electoral system with the Additional Member electoral system.	 [24]
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Question 2 


 
Using examples explain what is meant by citizenship. [6] 
 
Indicative content 
 
NOTE: The content is not prescriptive and candidates are not expected to mention all the 
material mentioned below. Each answer will be assessed on its merits according to the 
assessment grid and the indicative content. Examiners should seek to credit any further 
admissible evidence offered by candidates. 
 


In explaining what is meant by citizenship, candidates are expected to demonstrate 
knowledge and understanding of the main features of citizenship. In demonstrating this 
knowledge and understanding candidates are required to give an answer which is focused 
on explaining what is meant by citizenship. The response might consider issues such as: 
 


 It refers to being a member of a state e.g. being a British citizen. 


 It implies that a person has possession of certain fundamental political rights e.g. the 
right to vote. 


 It implies that a person has possession of certain fundamental civil rights e.g. freedom 
from police detention without charge. 


 It implies that a person has a responsibility to the community e.g. to respect and abide 
by the rule of law. 


 It can refer to a person being part of a larger community than just a state, and wanting 
to contribute to a wider set of values and practices e.g. global citizenship applies to 
someone who identifies with being part of the world community, or being an EU citizen 
applies to someone who sees themselves as being a European and part of the 
European community.  


 Any other relevant information about citizenship. 
 


Band Marks AO1 


3 5-6 
Thorough knowledge and understanding of citizenship, 
using a range of relevant evidence/examples. 


2 3-4 
Reasonable knowledge and understanding of citizenship, with 
some use of evidence/examples. 


1 1-2 
Limited knowledge and understanding of citizenship, with 
limited evidence/examples 


 0 Response not creditworthy or not attempted. 
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6 Thorough knowledge and understanding – with range of relevant examples.
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2 Limited knowledge with basic examples.
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1 Limited knowledge and understanding, with limited development.

  






		unit 2 merged with comments (2) Steve.pdf

		Script C (Unit 2)












 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


 


 


 


  


4 








(2160U20-1)


2


© WJEC CBAC Ltd.


Section A


In Section A, you must answer both questions 1 and 2.


In your answer credit will be given for accurate knowledge and understanding.


2. Using examples explain what is meant by citizenship. [6]


Using Extract A as well as your own knowledge, compare and contrast the First Past the Post 
electoral system with the Additional Member electoral system.	 [24]
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Section B  
 
Question 3 
 


Read the extract below and answer the question that follows. 
 


Extract A 
 


Electoral Reform 
 
There is little doubt that an element of proportional representation leads to a strengthening of 
‘third’ parties and coalition as the basis for majority government. The Conservatives may 
claim that the present First Past the Post system provides accountability, since the voters 
normally choose the government, and that the single-member constituency is a valuable part 
of our political system. The reformers have on their side the persisting failure of the First 
Past the Post system to reflect what has become a multi-party system. Without reform 
Britain is blessed with, or condemned to, permanent single party government. 


 
[Extract adapted from Madgwick. P. (1994) A new introduction to British Politics, Stanley 
Thorne.] 
 
Using Extract A as well as your own knowledge, compare and contrast the First Past the Post 
electoral system with the Additional Member electoral system. [24] 
 


Indicative content 
 
NOTE: The content is not prescriptive and candidates are not expected to mention all the 
material mentioned below. Each answer will be assessed on its merits according to the 
assessment grid and the indicative content. Examiners should seek to credit any further 
admissible evidence offered by candidates. 
 
In comparing the First Past the Post (FPTP) and Additional Member (AMS) electoral 
systems candidates are expected to demonstrate the ability to interpret and apply political 
information of the systems and explain similarities and differences between them.  In 
demonstrating this candidates are required to give an answer which is focused on any 
relevant connections between the two. The response might consider issues such as: 
 


 FPTP has clarity and accountability as suggested in the extract. AMS is a mixed or 
hybrid system and about two-thirds of seats are elected by FPTP, and used in Welsh 
Assembly elections. 


 FPTP discourages small parties. AMS benefits smaller parties as suggested in the 
extract. 


 FPTP unfair to ‘third parties’ as suggested in the extract. AMS strengthens ‘third 
parties’ as implied in the extract. 


 FPTP many constituency votes are ‘wasted’. AMS each voter has a second vote for a 
party, seats awarded according to the proportion of second votes the party gets. 


 FPTP does not guarantee a majority government. 


 Any other relevant information. 
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Band Marks AO1 Marks AO2 


4 7-8 


 Thorough knowledge and 
understanding of FPTP and 
AMS electoral systems. 


 Evidence/examples used are 
well chosen. 


 Depth and range to material 
used. 


 Effective use of terminology. 


13-16 


 Thorough application of political 
knowledge to the source. 


 Thorough interpretation of political 
information on FPTP and AMS. 


 Thorough explanation of relevant 
similarities, differences and 
connections between FPTP and 
AMS. 


3 5-6 


 Reasonable knowledge and 
understanding of FPTP and 
AMS electoral systems. 


 Evidence/examples used are 
appropriate. 


 Depth and range to material 
used, but not in equal 
measure. 


 Good use of terminology. 


9-12 


 Reasonable application of political 
knowledge to the source. 


 Reasonable interpretation of political 
information on FPTP and AMS. 


 Reasonable explanation of relevant 
similarities, differences and 
connections between FPTP and 
AMS. 


2 3-4 


 Adequate knowledge and 
understanding of FPTP and 
AMS electoral systems. 


 Evidence/examples used are 
not always relevant. 


 Depth or range to material 
used. 


 Some appropriate use of 
terminology. 


5-8 


 Adequate application of political 
knowledge to the source. 


 Adequate interpretation of political 
information on FPTP and AMS.  


 Adequate explanation of relevant 
similarities, differences and 
connections between FPTP and 
AMS. 


1 1-2 


 Limited knowledge and 
understanding of FPTP and 
AMS electoral systems. 


 Evidence/examples used are 
not made relevant. 


 Very little use of terminology. 


1-4 


 Limited application of political 
knowledge to the source. 


 Limited interpretation of political 
information on FPTP and AMS. 


 Limited explanation of relevant 
similarities, differences and 
connections between FPTP and 
AMS. 


 0 Response not creditworthy or not attempted. 
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AO1 - 8
AO2 - 9
17
Thorough knowledge of FPTP and AMS with reasonable application of political knowledge and ref to source. Aware of similarities and differences – limited on connections.
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Section B


In Section B, you must answer one question.


In your answer credit will be given for accurate knowledge and understanding and also your
ability to interpret and apply political information.


Either,


3. Read the extract below and answer the question that follows.


Extract A


Electoral Reform


There is little doubt that an element of proportional representation leads to a 
strengthening of ‘third’ parties and coalition as the basis for majority government. 
The Conservatives may claim that the present First Past the Post system provides 
accountability, since the voters normally choose the government, and that the single-
member constituency is a valuable part of our political system. The reformers have 
on their side the persisting failure of the First Past the Post system to reflect what has 
become a multi-party system. Without reform Britain is blessed with, or condemned 
to, permanent single party government.


[Extract adapted from Madgwick. P. A new introduction to British Politics, Stanley Thorne (1994)]


Using Extract A as well as your own knowledge, compare and contrast the First Past the Post 
electoral system with the Additional Member electoral system.	 [24]
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Question 4 
 
Read the extract below and answer the question that follows. 
 


Extract B 
 


Pressure Groups 
 
Pressure groups assist the process of interaction between government and the people, either 
directly or indirectly.  They vary not only in size and objectives, but also in their access to and 
influence on government, both at the domestic and international level. Consultation in the policy 
formation process is vital to the success or otherwise of policy implementation. Both insider and 
outsider pressure groups are interested in securing avenues into the processes of government, 
exerting pressure on government departments and on Members of Parliament to further their 
objectives. Many pressure groups also wish to raise people’s awareness of a particular issue. 


 
[Extract adapted from Barnett. H. Britain Unwrapped, Penguin (2002)] 
 
Using Extract B as well as your own knowledge, explain the differences between insider and 
outsider pressure groups  [24] 
 
Indicative content 
 
NOTE: The content is not prescriptive and candidates are not expected to mention all the 
material mentioned below. Each answer will be assessed on its merits according to the 
assessment grid and the indicative content. Examiners should seek to credit any further 
admissible evidence offered by candidates. 
 
In explaining the differences between insider and outsider pressure groups, candidates are 
expected to demonstrate the ability to interpret and apply political information of the different 
types of pressure groups. In demonstrating this candidates are required to give an answer 
which is focused on connections between the different types of pressure groups. The response 
might consider issues such as: 


 Insider groups succeed in becoming a part of the decision-making process itself as 
suggested in the extract. 


 Insider groups take part in the development of policy and hope to mould it to their own 
benefit as suggested in the extract. 


 Insider groups may be able to prevent unfavourable legislation at an early stage. 


 Insider groups provide useful and specialised information in the policy stage. 


 Some insider groups have permanent seats on government committees and agencies, e.g. 
National Farmers’ Union (NFU). 


 Some insider groups have actually been set up by government and funded by taxpayers’ 
money, e.g. Commission for Equality and Human Rights (CEHR). 


 Typical insider group, e.g. Confederation of British Industry (CBI) regularly produces 
reports on business and inform legislation makers of attitudes to taxation, employment 
regulations, trade and economic policy. 


 Outsider groups prefer to remain outside the governing process in order to preserve their 
independence and their freedom of action. 


 Outsider groups have no special links with government but seek to influence decision 
makers by mobilizing public opinion. 


 Some outsider group, e.g. Greenpeace, as an organisation undertake acts of civil 
disobedience such as disrupting international conferences to influence and change opinion 
and policy – as an insider group they would not be able to operate in this way. 


 Some outsider groups would like to become insider groups but have not yet been invited 
into the governing process, e.g. Countryside Alliance. These types of groups have been 
described as ‘aspiring insiders’. 


 Any other relevant information. 
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Band Marks AO1 Marks AO2 


4 7-8 


 Thorough knowledge and 
understanding of insider and 
outsider pressure groups. 


 Evidence/examples used are 
well chosen. 


 Depth and range to material 
used. 


 Effective use of terminology. 


13-16 


 Thorough application of political 
knowledge to the source. 


 Thorough interpretation of political 
information on insider and outsider 
pressure groups. 


 Thorough explanation of relevant 
differences and connections 
between insider and outsider 
pressure groups. 


3 5-6 


 Reasonable knowledge and 
understanding of insider and 
outsider pressure groups. 


 Evidence/examples used are 
appropriate. 


 Depth and range to material 
used, but not in equal 
measure. 


 Good use of terminology. 


9-12 


 Reasonable application of political 
knowledge to the source. 


 Reasonable interpretation of 
political information on insider and 
outsider pressure groups. 


 Reasonable explanation of relevant 
differences and connections 
between insider and outsider 
pressure groups.  


2 3-4 


 Adequate knowledge and 
understanding of insider and 
outsider pressure groups. 


 Evidence/examples used are 
not always relevant. 


 Depth or range to material 
used. 


 Some appropriate use of 
terminology. 


5-8 


 Adequate application of political 
knowledge to the source. 


 Adequate interpretation of political 
information on insider and outsider 
pressure groups. 


 Adequate explanation of relevant 
differences and connections 
between insider and outsider 
pressure groups.  


1 1-2 


 Limited knowledge and 
understanding of insider and 
outsider pressure groups. 


 Evidence/examples used are 
not made relevant. 


 Very little use of terminology. 


1-4 


 Limited application of political 
knowledge to the source. 


 Limited interpretation of political 
information on insider and outsider 
pressure groups. 


 Limited explanation of relevant 
differences and connections 
between insider and outsider 
pressure groups.  


 0 Response not creditworthy or not attempted. 
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AO1 - 5
AO2 - 9 
14 
Adequate knowledge with some examples, some range and depth, some attempt at differences – connections limited.




  












